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CHAPTER I 
THE PROBLEM 
CHAPTER I 
THE PROBLEM 
Statement of the problem--Since the launching of 
the first Sputnik, an increasing amount of pressure 
has been brought to bear on our superior students. Many 
authorities believe that we should locate the gifted 
child at an early age and provide him with a program 
suited to his abilities. With all this stress and 
heavy work load placed on the shoulders of these young-
sters, it is the writers desire to find what the 
mentally gifted child does in his leisure time. 
It is the purpose of this paper to bring to light 
the favorite pastimes of these mentally gifted children, 
the acti vi tie's they participate in, and the resources 
available to them at home. 
Definition of terms--The terms used in this study 
are defined as follows: 
1. Gifted child--Paul ~.Vitty labels a child 
gifted when his performance in a potentially valuable 
line of human endeavor is consistantly remarkable. 1/ 
!I Paul v'fitty' "How to Identify the Gifted, II Child-
hood Education, (March, 1953) XXIX, p. 312. 
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Witty 2/ suggests that an IQ of 130 be used as a minimum 
achievement of the gifted. 
Leta S. Hollingworth 2/ defined giftedness broadly. 
She included all children who are more educable than 
the average. However, perhaps the most universally 
accepted definition of giftedness comes from Lewis M. 
Terman if who devised the following scale: 
Genius--140 and above 
Very Superior--120 to 140 
Superior--110 to 120 
Average--90 to 110 
Dull Normal--80 to 90 
Dull--70 to 80 
Feebleminded --69 and below 
For the purpose of defining the gifted child in 
regard to this paper, all cases were 135 or better on 
the Binet Intelligence Scale and members of a part-
icular group. 
2. Leisure Time--Leisure time is unobligated time 
free to do as one chooses as defined by Meyer and 
Brightbill. 2/ 
gJ Paul Witty, op. cit., p. 312. 
~ Leta s. Hollingworth, "How Should Gifted Children Be 
Educated?" Public Address, (Lancaster, Pennsylvania: 
Science Press, 1940), p. 195. if Lewis M. Terman, The Gifted Child Grows U : Twent 
Four Years Follow-up of a Superior Group, California; 
Stanford University Press, 1947), p. 128. 2J Harold D. Meyer, and C. K. Brightbill, Community 
Recreation, Prentice-Hall, Inc., New York, 1956, p. 48. 
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3. Recreation--Recreation is, according to George 
D. Butler §/, activity that is satisfying and engaged 
in for its own sake. In recreation the individual 
finds opportunity for self-expression, and from it be 
derives fun, relaxation, or pleasure. 
4. Interests--A child's interests are closely 
related to his needs. Factors or conditions conducive 
to the satisfaction of needs will contribute to the 
development of interests. It may also be stated further 
that interest are based on experiences--experiences 
conducive to the satisfaction of needs as stated by 
Karl C. Garrison 1/. 
The source and Justification of the problem--It is 
an established fact that much must be done for the 
enriching and improving of the school programs for the 
mentally gifted child. It is the writer's belief that 
there aleo is a need for the enrichment and development 
of a program of recreational activities for these 
gifted children. It is the duty of educator's to guide, 
not only academic life of these gifted children, but 
also their leisure time activities. 
George D. Butler, Introduction to Community Recreation 
Second Edition), New York: McGraw-Hill Book Co., Inc., 
1959, p. 5. 1/ Karl C. Garrison, Growth and Development, Longmanns, 
Green and Co., Inc., New York, 1952, p. 342. 
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Scope of the problem--In order to determine what 
the gifted child does in his leisure time, the writer 
surveyed the interests of 40 mentally gifted children at 
the Barrett B. Russell School, Brockton, Massachusetts. 
Brockton's gifted youngsters are being taken care 
of by a program developed to achieve seven major 
objectives: 
1. To help the superior youngsters develop their 
maximum potentialities. 
2. To bring out and develop qualities of leadership. 
3. To stimulate creative activities by developing 
group enterprise. 
4. To develop teaching techniques specifically 
adapted to the highly endowed. 
5. To help the gifted avoid emotional pitfalls. 
6. To develop a closer bond between home and school 
through home projects. 
7. To maintain and improve mental health by the 
Special Advisory Service. 
Brockton initiated a program for the gifted as 
early as 1928 whereby the superior youngsters in the 
city schools were placed in separate classes with others 
of comparable ability. The program consists of two 
classes in the B. B. Russell Elementary School which 
can accomodate ~bout forty youngsters. The two classes 
are a fourth-fifth combination and a fifth-sixth 
combination. There is complete segregation of the two 
groups. There is, however, some allowance to attend 
regular school activities during the year. The 
4 
children in the two classes appear to mix well socially 
with the other children in the school. 
The two classes are run independently by two master 
teachers who utilize procedures to meet the individual 
and group needs of the pupils. Although their curriculum 
closely parallels the work done by other fourth, 
fifth, and sixth grade youngsters, it is not formalized 
and is more extensive and involved in coverage. Con-
siderable emphasis is placed on research and reading. 
The program in both of the special classes is 
overseen by the Director of Elementary and Special 
Education. No special or new techniques are used in 
either classroom. The gifted get enrichment which is 
dependent upon their needs. §/ 
Selection of leisure activities--The children with 
proper guidance and understanding from their parents 
and teachers should be ELble to choose their leisure 
time activities from the wide range of church, social, 
and civic agencies which are prepared to serve them. 
It is the writer's opinion that the family should play 
together, and that the home is a great source for re-
creational activities. 
80!) Paul E. Blackwood, "Helping the Gifted, 11 American 
School Board Journal, (October, 1958), 137:27. 
5 
CHAPTER II 
REVIEW OF LITERATURE 
CHAPTER II 
REVIEW OF LITERATURE 
Bright children acquire an amazing amount of 
miscellaneous information from their out-of-school 
activities. They learn through play, through listening 
to their parents and friends, through reading, hobbies, 
television, and travel. Many take out-of-school lessons 
in playing instruments, in dancing, sports, and other 
subjects not emphasized in the school curriculum. 
Ample time for free and independent play is the 
best safeguard against over organization. How much time 
is ample is a hard question to anwwer. The younger the 
child the more free time he needs, because play is the 
young child's means of learning so many different things. 
One psychiatrist, Lili Peller 2/, says that play teaches 
skills, provides emotional release, mitigates conflicts, 
gives a feeling of competence, overcomes\ fears, gives 
pleasure, and promotes intellectual growth. She says 
that the repetition which is characteristic of the 
child's play make experience commonplace, helps form 
2/ Lili Peller, "~fodels of Children's Play," Mental 
Hygiene, The National Association for Mental Health, Inc. 
New York, January, 1952. 
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concepts, and gives experience in thinking because it 
is the child's equivalent of mental "trial and error11 • 
No wonder the child needs time for it. 
Bright children like to be read to and to look 
at picture books before they are two years old. Various 
authorities have made lists of books which they recommend 
for very young children. The writer likes the list in 
Gesell's, Infant and Child in the Culture of Today lQ/, 
because it includes picture, story, and poetry books and 
because it does not scorn the old classics like Mother 
Goose. Bright children are heirs of the famous writers 
of the past, and it is wicked to deprive them of their 
estate. 
In her study of reading interests, Lazar 11/ 
indicated that girls tend to be interested in so called 
boys' books but the opposite does not hold and it is 
seldom that boys will be interested in girls' books. 
Anna Craig 1£1 stated that reading for pleasure 
requires preliminary training for the slow or retarded 
reader. Many books are much too difficult or too long. 
Many children of this type would read nothing at all if 
lQ/ Arnold I. Gesell, Infant and Child in the Culture 
of Today, Harper and Brothers, New York, 1943. ll/ May Lazar, Readlng Interests, Activities and Opportu-
nities Bright, Average, and Dull Children, New York: 
Bureau of Publications, Teacher's College, Columbia 
University, 1939, p. 12. 
12/ Anna Craig, Survey of Leisure Time Interests and 
Activities of Ninth Grade Boys and Girls, Unpublished 
Master's Thesis, Boston University, 1950. 
~-•• ·~~Y •--•r ,-~~,~-
<o-'- . 
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they didn't have the comics. Librarians know that even 
the good readers include the comics on their lists. 
The average reader will read good and interesting books 
provided they are made available to him. Help in guid-
ance in directing reading interests should be shared by 
parents, teachers, and librarians. 
William A. Cruikshank l2f explains that books 
should be available which present an overview of the 
subject; other sources are needed which discuss the 
topic in detail. Serious books, entertaining books, 
books of fact, and books of fantasy all related to the 
study at hand are necessPry to enrich learning. A 
large part of teacher's time may be required to help 
children find the reading materials they need. 
Anna De Santis li/, in her thesis, states that 
in the school of today, educators point out with in-
telligent, cooperative, social behavior as a permanent 
human value, every opportunity which gives insight into 
the leisure-time interests of children is a potential 
clue for guidance. 
ijJ William A. Cruikshank, Education of Exceptional 
Children and Youth, Prentice-Hall, Inc., New Jersey, 
1958, p. 173. 
~ Anna De Santis, A Comparative Study of the Leisure -
time Interests of 100 Girls During Their Last Year in 
Junior High School and Their First Year in Senior High 
School, Unpublished Master's Thesis, Boston University, 
1959. 
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Paul Witty made some interesting suggestions to 
teachers in regard to stimulating the child's thinking 
along the lines of their leisure time activities. He 
suggested that the teacher should follow these basic 
steps: 
1. Stimulate every pupil to develop desirable 
interests and to engage in rich and varied 
experiences. 
2. Study each pupil's reading and try to guide 
him toward a program of varied and satisfying 
forms of reading. 
3. Know each pupil and his particular needs. 
Find out what he is seeing on television 
and in the movies or hearing on the radio. 
4. Encourage each pupil to develop discriminate 
standards for movie, radio, and television 
offerings. 
5. Study his total pattern of activities in and 
out of school and encourage him to cultivate 
a balanced and individually appropriate 
program. 12/ 
While working for the American Association of Gifted 
Children, Mr. Witty served as editor of a book titled 
13/ Paul Witty, nTelevision and the Educative Process," 
School and Society, (December 15, 1951), 74:369-372. 
i§J Paul Witty, (ed.), The Gifted Child, (The American 
Association for Gifted Children, Boston: D.C. Heath 
and Company, 1951), p. 12. 
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The Gifted Child. In his book Witty listed the follow-
ing topics which were then developed 11/: 
111. Definition of the gifted. It was believed 
that this definition should be sufficiently 
comprehensive to include the mentally gifted, 
the talented, and other potential leaders. 
2. A description of the results of genetic studies 
of gifted children and youth. It was thought 
that widespread aquaintance with this inform-
ation would lead to a more general appreciation 
of the needs of the gifted, as well as to the 
stimulation of constructive efforts to care 
for this group. 
3. A discussion of the role of the teacher-
pupil relationship in determining the ngture 
and extent of abbainment and leadership. 
4. A presentation covering vital factors in the 
community which effect the gifted child and 
limit or promote his full development. 
5. A section devoted to the mental ~ealth of the 
gifted child and youth. Such a section should 
lead to reduction in the personality disorders 
which sometimes preclude the full development 
and expression of ability a.nd talent. 
6. A study of the provisions now being made 
throughout the United States is offering 
educational opportunity and challenge for the 
gifted. 
7. Detailed descriptions of some special provisions 
being made for the gifted and talented pupils 
in science, art and other fields. 
8. A discussion of the role of the school ad-
ministrator to reveal opportunities and re-
sponsibilities in promoting the welfare of the 
gifted. 
9. An annotated bibliography of investigations and 
reports dealing with gifted children and youth." 
Richard Dabney feels that it is the moral obligation 
for true believers in the democratic way of life to take 
care of the gifted. 1§/ 
1 Paul Witty, op. cit., p. 12. 
1[1 Richard S. Dabney, "The Responsibility of the School 
in the Education of the Exceptional Child," Exceptional 
Children, (November, 195~), 20:87-88. 
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In their thesis Wilfred Turmelle and Chester 
Zwonik 12/ listed the following approaches to the ed-
ucation of the gifted: 
"1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
Enrichment, which appears to be the most 
popular approach, means individualizing 
instruction and stimulating the gifted child 
to grasp more complex and extensive ideas 
than to his less intellectual clasc-ma.tes. 
Acceleration, which means that the gifted 
child is moved from his age group to a higher 
one in order to stimula.te him and provide him 
with instruction more in keeping with his 
mental age. 
The special class or special school for the 
intellectually gifted. 
The tutorial plan, whereby the child is allowed 
to remain in his regular class and spend the 
major part of his time with his age peers. 
A tutor works with the gifted individually 
or in a group to explore work of an advanced 
nature. 
Modification of the snecial class nlan, in which 
the gifted are kept with their regular classes 
and age peers for a half day and in special 
classes for the remainder of the school day. 
With their special classes they are provided 
with a program enriched far beyond the realm 
of possibility for the regular class situation." 
In the study which Ruth Strang gQ/ made regarding 
gifted children, she contributed many details of how the 
gifted child perceives grovling up and the ways in which 
they are alike or different from their age mates of 
lower intelligence. 
12/ Wilfred J. Turmelle and Chester Zwonik, 1 Survey 
of Literature on Gifted Child Programs and Sul?gested 
Activities for the Gifted, Unpublished Master s Thesis, 
Boston University, 1959. 
gQ/ Ruth Strang, "Gifted Adolescents' Vie\vs of Growing 
Up,u The Journal of the International Council for 
Exceptional Children, (October, 1956), 23:1. 
11 
Scheifele ~ believes that the gifted child seeks 
the teacher's aid in meeting tasks which are part 
of normal growth and it is the duty of the teacher to 
prevent many stresses in the youngster's environment 
and to provide outlets for his tensions. 
Bertha Johnson ggj claims that elementary education 
is setting the pace indevelopment of full potentiality 
of all children. She states that the gifted child 
needs help in discovering what is best for him thus 
the people working with these children must have a 
complete understanding of the processes of learning and 
child development. 
In this writer's study, the children who part-
icipated were members of a special class in Brockton, 
Massachusetts. Joseph Plouffe describes the establish-
ment of this special class in his master's thesis. ~ 
There is very little literature available on the 
exact topic of this work. Therefore, it has been 
necessary to take samplings from works in the fields 
of gifted children and studies of leisure time activities. 
gil Marian Scheifele, The Gifted Child in the Regular 
Classroom, New York: Bureau of Publications, Teachers 
College, Columbia University, 1953, p. vii. 
ggj Bertha Johnson, A Study of the Research Done on the 
Gifted Child from 1952 to the Present Day, Unpublished 
Master's Thesis, Boston University, 1957. 
~ Joseph Plouffe, A Genetic Study of 35 Mentally-
Gifted Children, Unpublished Master's Thesis, Boston 
University, 1947. 
CHAPTER III 
PROCEDURE 
CHAPTER III 
PROCEDURE 
1. Construction of the Instrument 
The instrument used was a survey of the leisure 
time activities of 40 mentally gifted children. The 
writer first came in contact with these children while 
teaching a sixth grade class at the Barrett B. Russell 
School in Brockton, Massachusetts. The opportunity 
to find 40 mentally gifted children within easy reach 
prompted the writer to devise a 50 question survey which 
he administered to all 40 children. 
After several trial surveys with children of 
average intelligence, the writer composed the question-
airre in its final form. The questionairre included 
family life, socio-economic standings, interests, and 
leisure time activities. 
2. Administration of the Instrument 
The questionairre was administered by the writer 
bo a combined fourth-fifth and fifth-sixth grade class. 
Before administration of the questionairre detailed 
explanation of the terms used were given to the child-
ren. The classroom teacher was not present during the 
administration of the survey. The children's answers 
were based on recall to the best of their knowledge 
and the writer feels that he received complete and 
13 
honest cooperation. 
Before embarking on this project, permission was 
secured from Mr. Edward Nelson, Superintendent of 
Schools, Brockton, Massachusetts, and Mr. Joseph 
Plouffe, Educational Consultant. 
The parents of the children were made aware of the 
survey and they cooperated fully. 
3. Selection of Categories 
It was the desire of the writer to obtain infor-
mation on the following categories: 
1. Family background 
2. Household luxuries 
3. Means of transportation to school 
4. Favorite form of literature 
5. Source of literature 
6. Lists of books, magazines, and television 
programs enjoyed 
7. Hobbies 
8. OUtdoor sports 
9. Indoor activities 
10. Clubs 
11. Extra School lessons 
12. Personal reaction of the children 
13. Parents' reaction to activities 
14. List of most liked and disliked activities 
14 
CHAPTER IV 
TREATMENT OF DATA 
CHAPTER IV 
TREATMENT OF DATA 
The writer organized a master sheet to aid in the 
tabulation of the data. The data was divided into 50 
categories and the results of the survey were screened 
and placed in the appropriate area. 
After tabulation was complete, tables and figures 
were organized to graphically illustrate the results. 
The various tables and figures indicate the responses 
of the boys and girls. The tables and figures were 
organized to show the amount of anwers in relation-
ship to the total class membership of forty individuals. 
Interpretations of the tables and figures complete 
the findings of this survey. 
15 
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There were many different occupations of the Fathers 
of the children surveyed. The greatest amount of one 
occupation was medical doctor, however, many were non-
professional. 
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Most of the mothers of the surveyed children weee mot 
employed outside the home. The remaining mothers were 
employed in both professional and non-professional 
occupations. 
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Table 3 
TYPES OF BOOKS 'READ 
T;u~e of Book First Choice Second Third 
Adventure 6 5 10 
Animal 4 1 1 
Biogra,phy 5 5 5 
Comics 4 5 4 
Detectives 1 4 1 
Essays 0 0 0 
*Fairy Tales 1 0 0 
History 2 1 0 
Hobbies 0 3 0 
Human Interest 0 0 0 
Humorous 1 6 3 
Mystery 10 4 5 
Plays 0 5 3 
Poetry 1 0 1 
Romance 2 2 .o 
*Science 2 0 1 
*Science Fiction 0 0 1 
Travel 0 2 3 
Vocations 0 0 0 
*Not on survey list, but added by children. 
Most of the children were interested in reading books of 
the adventure and mystery varieties. 
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Coin collecting was tbe most popular 
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Less than half of the children surveyed belonged to 
any club at all, however, those that did belong were 
most frequently members of the scouting movement. 
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The games which were selected as the favorites were 
l 
., 
., 
almost entirely of the athletic variety. Some were of the 
quiet or less active types. 
21 
Table 7 
Favorite Spectator Sports in Order of Preference 
SEort Number 
Baseball 24 
Basketball 17 
Football 15 
Bowling 13 
Hockey 13 
Wrestling 6 
Swimming c:; ,./ 
Horse Racing 3 
Tennis 3 
Boxing 3 
Softball 2 
Golf 1 
Badminton 1 
Track 1 
Ice Skating 1 
Archery 1 
Ping Pong 1 
Sailing 1 
Croquet 1 
The sports which the children most enjoyed watching were 
baseball, basketball, and football. This choice is not 
very different from the information on table 6. 
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Tab e 8 
F. VORIT:S FA:;:r II'.A'rnJG 3FO.c\TB N OR ER OF :!? . .:F::::;, ~JITC:S 
Sports 
":limJT1 ing 
Bow inc 
asketba 
~ootbal 
._ oftba 
'rennis 
Boating 
··a minton 
::?ing Pong 
\;) 
Golf 
Eocxey 
\Trest ing 
Sailing 
Pool 
~\rcl:.ery 
Ic r tint: 
roc;_uet 
Rugb' 
Vol e"ball 
' . 
2 
5 
4 
12 
9 
4 
4 
3 
2 
2 
1 
1 
The sports t h e children enjoy playing or participating 
most in are baseball, S\<r imming , and bowling. 
Table 9 
MOST LIKED ACTIVITIES 
Activity Number Activity Number 
Being with friends 39 Listening to radio 30 
Making new friends 39 Going to camp 29 
\'latching T.V. 38 Art work 29 
Outdoor sports 38 Cooking 29 
Pets 36 Taking things apart 26 
Solving puzzles 35 Popular dancing 26 
Hiking 34 Square dand:ing 26 
Boating 33 Discussions 25 
Building things 32 Little League 25 
Quiz games 31 Sewing 18 
Playing an instrument 30 Singing 16 
The activities which were selected as those most liked 
were varied. Being with friends and making new friends 
were almost unanimous. 
Table 10 
MOST DISLIKED ACTIVITIES 
~A~c~t~i~v~i~t~Y----------~N=u=m~b~e~r A~c~t~i~v=i~t~t ______________ ~N=u~m~b~e~r 
Sewing 22 Quiz games 
Singing 15 Building things 
BiS.cussions 15 Boating 
S~uare Dancing 14 Hiking 
Popular Dancing 14 Solving puzzles 
Taking things apartl4 Pets 
Cooking 
Going to camp 
Art work 
Playing an instru-
11 
11 
11 
ment 10 
Listening to radio 10 
Indoor sports 
Watching T.V. 
Outdoor sports 
Being with friends 
Making new friends 
Reading 
9 
8 
7 
6 
5 
4 
4 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
The activities which the children most disliked ranged 
from sewing to reading. The number next to the activity 
signifies the number of children who dislike the 
activity. 
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FIGURES 
Figure 1 
FAMILY OWNERSHIP OF CAR, TELEPHONE, SUMl\1ER HOME 
AND BOAT 
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With the exception of one family, all children surveyed 
owned a telephone, and most cases ha.d cars and less 
than half had summer homes and boats. 
·~·-------··--
·- - ~ c • ~ "'-·--- --~-
i - ,... ~ .... - ,~. 
_;.. "- '"""- ..._ \......... ·--L\ ... 
FER WEEK 
,_ 
-:r 
,; . ----
J' ""?'! 
" . ;;; :_; 
... :o 
- """!:: 
II !It ' :;) 
li'"'l 
,, ...L • -~- ~ 
The range of weekly allowance was great going from 
nothing to $2.16. 
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As a supplement to tteir weekly allowance, 52.5% of the 
children received pay for extra work around the house. 
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As a supplement to weekly allowance, 40% of the 
children work outside the home for pay. 
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These items might be termed luxuries, however, all 
fam~lies involved had readio, television, and camera. 
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Because of the physical set-up of these classes, most 
of the children were beyond walking distance. The most 
common means of transportation was family car. 
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The newspaper most requently read was the Brockton 
Enterprise. 
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Newspapers are a requent source of reading material. 
Only one child claimed he never read them. 
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The comic section was the most popular portion of the 
newspaper and the editorials the least often read. 
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Most children took advantage of the public library 
as their main source of books. 
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More than half of the children surveyed, read books 
daily. 
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The most frequent time for their reading was from 
7-@ P.M. 
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Life Magazine was chosen as the most popular magazine. 
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Walt Disney accounted for 3 of the 5 favorite tele-
vision programs. His Disneyland program was the 
favorite. 
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Most of the children spend more than 3 hours a day 
watching television. 
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Most of the children are free to choose their own 
television programs, however, this choice is not always 
left to them. 
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The viewing of the educational television channel 
is not a frequent activity. 
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Attendance at movies is not a frequent activity, how-
ever, all attend at some time. 
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Watt Disney again commands the largest audience. 
Figure 14. 
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The use of the phonograph or hi-fi is very common 
with these children. 
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Most of the children have been working on their present 
hobbies three years or less. 
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In most cases hobbies are worked on at least once a 
week. 
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Almost the entire group belongs to a hobby club. This 
is because of in-school opportunity. 
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More than half the class belongs to clubs other than 
hobby clubs. 
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Many of the children do not hold offices in the clubs 
they belong to. 
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Figure 26 
CLUB PREFERENCE 
Athletic Social 
Clubs 
l 
Education Church 
The clubs which are most preferred are of the athletic 
and educational variety. 
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The most common reason for not joining clubs was 
because there were none available. 
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80% of the children take lessons of so~e kind after 
school. 
\ 
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The most popular after-school lessons are music, re-
ligion and dancing. 
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Almost all of the children prefer to participate in 
group type games rather than those of the individual 
variety. 
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More than half of the children surveyed attend a 
summer camp. 
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More than half of the children speni some time in 
travel last summer. 
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Exactly half of those surveyed were owners of pets. 
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The most common types of pets were dogs and fish. 
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82.5% of the parents involved feel that their children 
are not participating in too many leisure time 
activities and that their children have a well-balanced 
program. 
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CHAPTER V 
SUMMlL~Y AND FINDINGS 
CHAPTER V 
SUMMARY AND F IITD INGS 
The subject of gifted children is a vast and 
hhallenging area. Much has been written about the 
classroom activities of these gifted individuals. The 
writer finds that little has been done regarding their 
leisure time activities. 
As a. result of this survey, the writer has rea~hed 
the following conclusions: 
1. The leisure time activities of these mentally 
gifted children are many and varied. 
2. The family occupations vary from the highest 
profession through the most menial laborer. 
3. The size of the families ranged from only 
child to seven siblings. 
4. The family ownership of a car and telephone was 
prevalent. 
5. Their allowances ranged from zero to $2.16 
per week. 
6. Each home contained at least one television 
and radio set. Almost all contained a. 
phonograph. The use of the camera in these 
homes vras also universal. 
7. More than half of the children were trans-
ported to school by their parents in auto-
mobiles. 
61 
8. The newspaper read by the vast majority of 
these children was the Brockton, Enterprise. 
9. The favorite section of the newspaper vms the 
comics. 
10. The most popular form of reading was the 
adventure book followed closely by the mystery 
story. 
11. Most of the children are members of the public 
library. 
12. More than half the class devoted part of their 
day to book reading. 
13. :t-·Iost of their reading is done from 7-9 P.N!. 
14. The reading of popular magazines is prevalent, 
with Life Magazine being more frequently read 
than the comics which were the second most 
read. 
15. The choice of television programs was varied. 
Walt Disney is the most popular. 
16. Time spent in watching television varied from 
one hour a day to more than six. 
17. These children for the most part chose the 
programs they wished to view, however, they 
were very often guided by their parents. 
18. The viewing of the educational cha.nnel was not 
a popular leisure time activity. 
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19. The children were active movie goers and all 
attended at one time or another. 
20. The most popular form of movie viewing was the 
Walt Disney full length feature followed 
closely by adventure and animal pictures. 
21. The use of the phonograph was frequent and 
it was found that there is limited interest in 
classical or semi-classical music. The 
over-whelming majority prefer rock and roll 
and popular movelty tunes of the day. 
22. The choice of radio programs was limited. 
There was a lack of interest in radio with 
the exception of disc-jockey shows and news 
broadcasts. 
23. All the children had hobbies. r"'ost of the 
children had been working at these hobbies 
for three years or less. The boys and girls 
worked frequently at them. 
24. Club membership was not a major charac-
teristic of these children. It was found 
that with the exception of school hobby 
clubs, slightly more than half the class were 
members of clubs. 
25. The children were not often office holders 
in the clubs. Only twenty per cent held 
offices. 
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26. They tend to favor athletic clubs, followed 
by the educational type. 
27. The reasons for not joining clubs were varied, 
but the most prevalent was that there were 
none available to join. 
28. Many of these children had after-school 
lessons. The most common being music, re-
ligious and dancin~ lessons. 
29. The great majority of the children prefer 
team to individual games. 
30. The majority of these do not attend summer 
camps. 
31. The group as a rule did not travel during 
~ summer vacations. 
32. The ownership of pets was evenly distributed 
witb dogs and fish being the most popular 
variety. Most of the owners took care of 
their own pets. 
33. The reaction of the parents indicated that 
they felt their children were not engae-ed 
in too many activities. 
34. None of the children felt that they were 
engaged in too many leisure time activities. 
35. The activities most enjoyed by these children 
were being with friends, making new friends, 
keeping pets, and reading. 
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!l 36. The activities most disliked by this group 
were sewing, singing, popular dancing, a.nd 
Little League. 
The writer has based his conclusions on the 
research done, on his knowledge of the children in-
volved in the survey, and upon his experience as an 
elementary school teacher, camp counselor, and 
recreation worker. 
CHAPTER VI 
LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY 
CHAPTER VI 
LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY 
Limitations--This survey has given the writer 
the opportunity to study the reaction of a group of 
mentally gifted children to a series of questions con-
cerning their leisure time activities. These children 
were not found in a normal situation. They were 
members of a very special class and were partially 
segregated from the avera.rre child. Because of the 
change in situation of the writer, a follow-up survey 
was not given. However, as stated, the writer feels 
that this survey is enlightening. The children used 
in this study, although in the same class, were from 
scattered socio-economic levels in the city of 
Brockton. The survey was administered in the spring of 
the year 1959 and this season may have some influence on 
the children's answers. There was no attempt on the 
part of the writer to break the sample down into age 
groups. or to physical stature. The writer will include 
some of these limitations in his suggestion for furhter 
study. 
Suggestions for further study--
1. A follow-up survey of the same or similar 
group. 
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2. An investigation of a similar group in a rural 
situation. 
3. The preparation of a guide listing activities 
for the mentally-gifted child. 
4. A study listing the affects of parental 
influence on the leisure time activities of 
children. 
5. The effects of physical stature to mental 
ability. 
6. The study of gifted girls and their leisure time 
activities and the study of gifted boys and 
their leisure time 2ctivities. 
7. A follow-up of the leisure time activities 
of the gifted child in his adult life. 
8. A survey of the leisure time activities 
available in the City of Brockton. 
9. A similar survey administered to the parents 
of these children. 
10. A study of the reasons for the apparent decline 
of interest in radio and classical music 
among these children. 
11. A survey of a group of non-gifted children 
in the same school and grade levels. 
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APPENDIX 
~ 
A QUESTIONNAIRE CONCERNING YOUR LEISURE TH-!E ACTIVITIES 
DIRECTIONS: 
Please read the entire question before answering; check or 
fill in the appropriate space. 
N~ • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• BOY • •• G I~ ••• AGE • •••• 
SCHOOL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• GRADE ••••• TEACHER ••••• 
1. What is your Father's occupation? •.•••••••••••••••••• 
2. What is your Mother's occupation? •••.•••••••••••••••• 
3. How many brothers ••••• sisters ••••• do you have? ••••••• 
4. Does your family own a car? ••• a telephonej •••• 
a summer home? •••• a boat? •••••• 
5. Do you receive an allowance? •••• How much? .••.••••.•• 
6. Do you get paid for work around the house? ••••••••••• 
7- Do you work for pay outside the home? • .•••••••.••.••• 
8. Check the following items if you have them in you home: 
•••••••• Television 
•••••••• Radio 
•••••••• Phonograph or Hi Fi 
•••••••• Tape Recorder 
•••••••• Piano 
•••••••• Other Musical 
Instruments 
•••••••• A Library contain-
ing over 100 
books 
•••••••• Subscription to 2 
or more magazines 
•••••••• A camera 
9. How do you get to school?Bus •• Auto •• Bike •• Walk •• 
Other •••••••••• 
10. Do you read the newspaper? •••• Which newspaper? .•••••• 
11. How often do you read the newspaper?Daily ••• Weekly ••• 
Occasionally ••••• Never •••.••• 
12. What section do you read?Front •••• Editorials •••• 
Advertisements ••• Sports ••• Comics ••• Others ••• 
13. What type of book do you like to read in order: 
•••• Adventure •••• Essays •••• Mystery Stories 
•••• Animal •••• History •••• Plays 
•••• Biographies •••• Hobbies •••• Poetry 
•••• Detective •••• Human Interest •••• Romance 
•••• Cornice •••• Humorous Stories •••• Travel 
· •••• Vocations ••••• Others~__::_j,j,s~~~-
• .,_ ,_. ·• ... ~.-<"--~""~ ·.:. --- -~-· ~ --·".:,:':~-=.~ .. - '?~:_.;::.',"""•.··--~~ .... ~-... -----~-~~- . ----- . - -
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14. rfuere do you get the books you read? Home ••• Schoo1 •• 
Library ••• Friends ••• Bookstore ••• Others •••••••.•• 
15.List the last 5 books you have read: •••••••••••••••••• 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
16. How often do you read a book? Dai1 •••• Weekly •••• 
Monthly ••• Year1y •••• Never •••••• 
17. When do you do most of your reading?3-5P.M •••• 
7 -9P. ~-L •••• in the A.M ••••• after 9 •••• on weekends •• 
during the week •••• in school •••••• 
18. List your 5 favorite magazines: ••••••••••••••••• 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
19. List your 5 favorite television programs: ••••••••••• 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
20. How much time do you sr:,end each day i'ratching tele-
vision? Hours 0-1 •••• 1-2 •••• 2-3 •••• 3-4 •••• 4-5 •••• j-6 •••• or more ••••• 
21. Do you choose your own programs: Yes ••• No ••• Seldom ••• 
Often •••• Never •••••• 
22. Do you watch channel 2? Often •• Seldom •• Never •• 
23. What are your five favorite radio programs? ••••.•••• 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
24. Do you attend the movies?Often •••• Se1dom •••••• Never ••• 
25. What type of picture do you like the best? Adventure •• 
Anima1 ••••• Science Fiction ••• Musical ••• Romance ••••• 
~~y stery . .... Yle stern • ..... Other . .................... . 
26. Do you use a phonograph or hi fi? Yes ••• No •••• 
27. If your answer is yes to question 26, list your 
five favorite recordings: •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
28. Do you have any hobbies? Yes •• No •• ~~at are they? 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
29/ Hov'l long have you had them? •••••••••••••••••••••• • • • 
30. How often do you use your hobbies? Daily •••• 
Weekly •••• Monthly •••• Other ••••• 
31. Do you belong to a hobby club? Yes •••••• No •• . . . . . . . 
32. List the hobby clubs you belong to: ••...••...•.•••.• 
33. Do you belong to any clubs other than hobby clubs? 
yes •••.• no ••••• 
34. List the clubs you belong to: •••.••••••••••••••••••• 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
35. Are you an officer in any club? Yes ••• No ••••••• 
Office held ••.•...••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
36. What type of club would you like to join? Ahtletic •• 
Social ••••• Educational ••• Church ••• Other ••••• . . . . . . . . 
37. vfuy have you not joined these clubs? •••••••••••••••• 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
38. Do you take any lessons after school? Yes ••• No ••• 
Music ••• Speech •••• Dramatics •••. Religious •••• 
Dancing ..•• Others ...•.•••••••••••••••••••••• 
39. Do you like group games? Yes •••••• No •••••••• 
40. List your 5 favorite sports (spectating) •••••••••••• 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
41. What are your 5 favorite games, in order?. . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
42. \Yhich sports do you participate in? ••••••••••••••••• 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
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43. Do you attend summer camp? Yes ••• No ••• 
1~'l1ich onei ............................. • .. · · • • · • · • · • 
44. Did you travel last summer? Yes ••••• No •••••• 
VVll~~~ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
45. Do you have a pet? Yes •••• No •••••• 
46. ~fuat kind of pet do you have? ••.•••••••••••••••••••• 
47. tN.ho takes care of it? ••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••• 
48. Do you think that you participate in too many act-
ivities? Yes •••••• No •••••••• 
49. Do your parents think that you participate in too 
many activities? Yes •••• No ••••• 
50. Place a~(check) next to the activities you enjoy 
doing: Place an X next to the activities you 
dislike doing: 
..•....• Pets 
•••••••• Being With Friends 
•••••••• Quiz Games 
••••.••• Going to Camp 
•••••••• Building Things 
•••••••• Playing an Instrument 
•••••••• Watching Television 
•••••••• Taking Things Apart 
•••••••• Art Work 
•••••••• Popular Dancing 
•••••••• Hiking 
•••••••• Sewing 
•••••••• Making New Friends 
•••••••• Listening to Radio 
•••••••• Singing 
•••.•••• Creative \•'lri ting 
•••••••• Discussions 
•••••••• Square Dancing 
•••••••• Indoor Sports 
•••••.•• Cooking 
•••••••• outdoor Sports 
••••.••• Reading 
.••..••• Solving Puzzles 
•••••••• Boating 
••••.••• Little League 
•••••••• Others 
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BOOKS LISTED BY CHILDREN AS THOSE MOST RECENTLY READ 
A Book of Famous Travelers 
A Conn. Yankee in King 
Arthur's Court 
Albert Schweitzer 
Alone 
An Old Fashioned Girl 
Anne of the Island 
Archie 
Back to Mandalay 
Ben Franklin 
Billy Mitchell 
Blast Off 
Bobbsey Twins (series) 
Buffalo Bill 
Cherry Ames (series) 
Captain's Couragious 
Caddie Woodlawn 
Conquest of the Moom 
Christmas Book 
Countdown for Tomorrow 
Dennis the Menace 
Danny Dunn 
Dwight Eisenhower 
Davy Crockett 
Dribble Up 
Thomas Edison 
Einstein 
Eleanor Roosevelt 
East to Tt{est 
Five Little Peppers Abroad 
Follow Ny Leader 
Franklin D. Roosevelt 
Father Marquette 
Fury 
Flying Carpet 
Forgotten Planet 
First 1rlorld ~var 
Flight to Adventure 
Forgotten ~vorld 
Falme, The 
Florence Nightingale 
Ghost Town Treasure 
George viashington 
Glob, The 
Ginger Pie 
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(Book List Contd.) 
Great Pyramid Mystery 
George S. Pattern 
Helen Keller 
How to Star in Basket-
ball 
Hunting for Hidden Gold 
Heidi 
House on the Cliff 
High Adventure 
I Can't Remember 
Indian Pain 
Invalid Louisa. 
John Paul Jones 
Jane Eyre 
JoP~ny Appleseed 
Joan of Arc 
Kon Tiki 
Kidnapped 
Kid Who Batted a Thou-
sand, The 
Little Women 
Little Greta 
Lorna Doone 
Lions, The 
Leopard in My Lap 
Little Lame Prince 
Lost Horizons 
Legend of Sleepy Hollow 
Minty's Magic Garden 
Moby Dick 
Midsummer Night's Dream 
Mystery of the Other House 
More Panaramas 
Myer ~fyers 
Mark of the Red Death 
Merriweather Girls, The 
Madame Curie 
My Ship is so Small 
Mystery of the Pearl 
Michaelangelo 
More Parades 
Mama's Bank Account 
Microbe Man 
Nelly Bly 
Nancy Drew (series) 
One 1Unute to Ditch 
Our Vital Defenses 
0 Henry's Best Sellers 
Petite Suzanne 
Patriotic Lad 
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(Book List contd.) 
Paul Revere's Ride Sweet Sixteen 
Prince and the Pauper Trixie Beldon and Gold 
Polynesian Door to Happiness Mysterious Victim 
Peter Pan Twisted Shadow 
Proud Rebel Timur and his Gang 
Pilots Man you Planes Treasure Island 
Rober Boys Tom Sawyer 
Rushton Boys at Rally Hall 20, 000 Leagues Under the 
Sea 
Ride Like an Indian Their Adventure in A-Energy 
Robin Hood Tonka, the Black Stallion 
Robert Louis Stevenson--
Teller of Tales 
So Dear to My Heart 
Saint Paul 
Sunshine Book 
Scalaway the Scottie 
Space Powers 
Skull Mountain 
Stephen Decater 
Silver 
Spies 
Sweden and Back on a 
Bicycle 
Silver Skates 
Stars 
St. Francis Xavier 
Torpedo 8 
Treasure Hunting 
Teddy Roosevelt 
Two Years Before the Mast 
Wolfgang I~o zart 
West from Boston 
vial ton Boys and Gold in the 
Snow 
Wuthering Heights 
Willyum 
We Shook the Family Tree 
Working My Way Around the 
World 
Wright Brothers 
vlestern 
We Were Ther With the Pony 
Express 
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